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Abstract. Two new tropical species in Eleocharis 
subgen. Limnochloa (P. Beauv. ex T. Lestib.) Torr. 
(Cyperaceae) are described and their relationships 
with presumably allied species are discussed. Eleo¬ 
charis hooperiana D. J. Rosen from Sierra Leone in 
West Tropical Africa differs from the morphologically 
similar and presumably close taxonomic ally E. 
nupeensis Hutch, in a combination of coarser culms, 
longer and more coarsely spinulose perianth bristles, 
and larger fruits. Eleocharis tenuiculmis D. J. Rosen 
from the Brazilian state of Mato Grosso differs from 
the similar slender-culmed species E. elongata 
Chapm. in a combination of narrower culms, longer 
perianth bristles, and generally larger, biconvex fruits. 

Resumen. Se describen dos nuevas especies tropi- 
cales de Eleocharis subgen. Limnochloa (P. Beauv. ex 
T. Lestib.) Torr. (Cyperaceae) y se discuten sus 
relaciones con especies presumiblemente relaciona- 
das. Eleocharis hooperiana D. J. Rosen, de Sierra 
Leona en Africa tropical occidental, difiere de E. 
nupeensis Hutch., una especie morfologicamente 

largas y mas espinulosas, y frutos mas grandes. 
Eleocharis tenuiculmis D. J. Rosen, del Estado 

Chapm., otra especie de tallos delgados, en una 
combinacion de tallos mas delgados, cerdas del 

mas grandes. 
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Eleocharis R. Br. (Cyperaceae) is a cosmopolitan 
genus of over 200 species with a center of diversity in 
the Neotropics (Gonzalez-Elizondo & Tena-Flores, 
2000). Eleocharis subgen. Limnochloa (P. Beauv. ex T. 
Lestib.) Torr. is distinguished from other Eleocharis by 
a combination of cartilaginous, obscurely keeled, 

usually as thick as the cylindrical spikelet; and 
biconvex (rarely trigonous) achenes usually sculp¬ 

tured with large, polygonal cells (Gonzalez-Elizondo 
& Peterson, 1997). A recent resurgence of systematic 
study in subgenus Limnochloa has resulted in the 
description of several new species, particularly from 
the New World Tropics (Gonzalez-Elizondo & Rez- 
nicek, 1996; Roalson, 1999; Trevisan & Boldrini, 
2006; Rosen et al., 2007; Rosen & Hatch, 2007). 

complexes in Eleocharis subgen. Limnochloa (Rosen, 
2006; Rosen et al., 2007), I examined herbarium 
specimens from West Tropical Africa that were 
variously annotated as E. fistulosa (Poir.) Link (an 
illegitimate name for E. acutangula (Roxb.) Schult.), 

After comparing thes 

opinion that they represent an undescribed species. 

TYPE: Sierra Leone. [Northern Prov.: Kambia 

Sep. 1949, KD. Jordan 342 (holotype, K). 
Figure 1A, B. 

Haec species Eleochariti nupeensi Hutch, affinis, sed 

rhizomes elongated, slender, reddish brown, to 1.5 mm 
thick, scales to 8.5 mm; culms terete, (40.5-)49-80 
(-83) cm X (1.3-)1.4-2.5(-2.8) mm, internally 

green. Leaves 2, reduced to sheaths, membranous, 

brownish to stramineous distally, apex of upper sheath 
acute. Spikelets cylindric, obtuse, (16-)17.7-23(-25) 
X (2-)2.2-3.1(-3) mm; proximal scale amplexicau- 

floral scales appressed to somewhat loose, ovate, 

4-4.4(-4.5) X 2.5-2.7(-2.8) mm, cartilaginous, 
abaxially stramineous, somewhat darkened centrally, 
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—C. Spikelet. —D. Achene. A, B from the holotype, H. D. Jordan 342 (K); C, D from the holotype, B. Maguire, J. M. Pires, C. 
K. Maguire & N. Silva 56412 (UB). 

adaxially stramineous and faintly red-maculate, apex 
rounded, distal 0.2-0.4 mm translucent hyaline-erose, 
abaxially coarsely many-veined, adaxially only mid¬ 
vein conspicuous. Flowers with 6 or 7 perianth 

bristles; bristles subequal, usually all overtopping 
the achene (rarely 1 or 2 just reaching achene summit 
or slightly shorter), each coarsely retrorsely spinulose 
nearly to base, stramineous, sometimes streaked with 








